South Freeport Church

An Open & Affirming Congregation of the United Church of Christ

“Boy Jesus with Teachers” by Frank Wesley, India, 20" CE

Sunday Worship
January 11, 2026, 9:30am



Welcome to worship at South Freeport Church!
As an Open and Affirming congregation of the United Church of Christ (UCC), our mission is to be

a source of worship, service, education, and healing for all. We welcome all people of any race, gender,
nationality, ethnic origin, physical or mental ability, sexual orientation, gender identity, or expression.
We support full participation of everyone in the life and programs of this church. We recognize the
rights of all persons, just as Christ accepted all people he encountered. We believe that in meeting
each other in Christian love, God's Spirit frees us all to give, to grow, and to be ourselves. So whoever
you are, and wherever you are on the journeys of faith and life, know that you are welcome here!

Welcome to all visitors, it is a delight to worship with you today. Please make yourself at
home here. We would love for you to fill out a Welcome Card in the back of the pew in
front of you, which you can place in the Offering Plate later in the service.

Welcome to all families, we offer ways to worship and find community at every age:

e Nursery Care is available in the classroom nearest to the doors by the organ

o After the Time with Young Disciples about fifteen minutes into the service, we
invite children to go upstairs for Children’s Church (PreK - 5™ grade) if they wish.
Children’s Church is led by staff members Beth Dunfee and Brooke Bolduc.

e The Youth Group (6™ grade and up) gathers in the front two pews each Sunday and
heads upstairs to the Loft during the opening hymn, where they are led by two
volunteer parents, Sarah Guzmdn and Liz Strawbridge. On the first Sunday of the
month, Youth Group stays in the Sanctuary for the whole service.

e Children are also welcome to remain in the Sanctuary for the whole service - and be
their authentic selves here: noises, wiggles, and all! There is a “Prayground” in the
back corner that has some books, activities, and a rocking chair.

We have hearing amplifiers available for all those who need them, located in the back of
the Sanctuary. We also have a wheelchair if needed. Please ask an usher for assistance, and
they’d be happy to help.

Your giving online or in-person enables the nurturing ministry of South Freeport Church
to flourish. Each one of us plays an important part in the life of this faith community
through the sharing of our gifts, including needed financial support. You can give in-
person during the Offering, by mail, or online at southfreeportchurch.org/giving.

After worship, all are welcome to join for Coffee Hour in the Community Hall.

Everyone is encouraged to wear a nametag so we can call each other by name.


https://www.southfreeportchurch.org/giving.html

Order of Worship

*Please rise as you are able

PRELUDE “Give Me Jesus”

WORDS OF WELCOME Rev. Sean Patrick Coady
INTROIT “For Where Love Is, There is God” Douglas E. Wagner
MEDITATION “Dominus Vobiscum” by Christine Rodgers Jim Bell

This continues to be the Good News.
A baby was born in a barn.
And in that simplicity — such startling simplicity
God wholly embraced humanity
not to dominate or manipulate
but to celebrate and live as we live
and love as we love and die
as we die. God was willing To do this.
To enter creation. We call it Incarnation.

CALL TO WORSHIP
In this season of Epiphany, light is revealed - not at a distance, but up close.
We come seeking a God who knows us, and yearns to find a home among us.
Like the Magi who journeyed to Bethlehem, we carry precious things with us.
We come with our questions, with our wonder, with our open hearts.
Remember: the God of the universe is as close as our very next breath.
We come to worship and adore Emmanuel, God-with-us, light of the world.

*OPENING HYMN “O Sing a Song of Bethlehem” verses 1-3 #242
Youth Group heads upstairs with Sarah and Liz during the hymn.

TIME WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES
Children may now head upstairs to Children’s Church with Ms. Beth and Ms. Brooke.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Holy One: you draw near to us in love, yet so often we keep our distance. We rush
past moments of wonder and miss the quiet invitations of your Spirit. We look for
you only where we expect you to be, and miss the ways you are already at work in our
questions, our growing, and our becoming. Forgive us, O God. Draw us back towards
your presence. Renew us in your wondrous love. Show us the way ahead. (silence)



ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE
Beloved, rejoice! For there is good news to proclaim. The God who came near in Christ
does not turn away from our doubts or questions or fickleness. The God revealed in the
Star of Bethlehem meets us where we are with compassion, mercy, and healing love.
In Jesus Christ, we are known and loved, forgiven and restored, claimed as beloved
children of God. There is nothing that can separate us from God’s intimate, abiding,
everlasting love. Thanks be to God!

SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST
May the peace of Christ be with you. ~ And also with you.

RESPONEE SONG “Behold the Star” Spiritual
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Be-hold the star! Be-hold the star up yon-der. Be-hold the star!
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It is thestar of Beth-le-hem.
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SCRIPTURE Luke 2:41-52 Jim Bell
SERMON “The Boy Jesus” Rev. Sean Patrick Coady
ANTHEM

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father/Mother/God/Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day, our daily bread, and forgive
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

CHORAL RESPONSE “Send Your Light” Denis Drobinski
OFFERING

Invitation
Offertory
*Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise God all creatures here below.
Praise God for all that love has done. Creator, Christ, and Spirit one. Amen.
*Prayer of Dedication



*CLOSING HYMN “Jesus’ Parents Left the Temple” back of bulletin
BENEDICTION
SUNG RESPONSE “Go Now in Peace”

Go now in peace. Never be afraid. God will go with you each hour of every day.

Go now in faith, steadfast strong, and true. Know God will guide you in all you do.

Go now in love, and show you believe. Reach out to others, so all the world can see. God will
be there, watching from above. Go now in peace, in faith, and in love. Amen.

POSTLUDE “This Little Light of Mine”

GRATITUDE FOR OUR WORSHIP LEADERS

Thank you to Geri and Bob Rose who are ushering today, Jim Bell who is reading, Johanna
and Jim Bell for providing flowers for the altar, and Margo and Larry Williams for hosting
Fellowship Time after worship.

You can sign up to serve as an usher, share flowers, or host coffee hour using the sheets in the
Community Hall. Your help matters, and is needed as we seek to be a church of abundant welcome
and radical hospitality.

PRAYER LIST and CALLED TO CARE CONTACT

Please keep the following in your prayers: Lucca (who is in a coma after a car accident a week
ago Friday, and a former student/mentee of Shaina Graff), The Family of Ingrid Thomas,
Rosemary and Christopher Bell, Emily Uhry, Lisa Trimble, Meagan Monk, Dan

Bunting, Kathy McKinney, Mary Bolton, Mary Eliza Wengren.

Thank you, Genie Field, our Called to Care Contact for next week.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Confirmation Class: Wednesday, January 21, 7 pm in the Youth Room.

For Such A Time As This Discussion Group: Tuesday, January 13, 27, Feb. 3,10 - in the
Youth Room 1pm-2:30 pm

A Capella and Ice Cream with the Maine Steiners and Food Drive: Tuesday, January 13,
7pm in the Sanctuary first, then the Community Hall.

Pie Sales: Thursdays, 3-6pm in the Community Hall.



Jesus Parents’ Left The Temple

Biblical Reference: Luke 2:41-52

Tune: W ZLOBIE LEZY 8.7.8.7.8.8.7 (“Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”); Polish folk melody;

harm. Arthur E. Rusbridge, 1962, alt.

Text: Copyright © 2012 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Confirmation Class: Wednesday, January 21, 7 pm in the Youth Room.

For Such A Time As This Discussion Group: Tuesday, January 13, 27, Feb. 3,10 - in the
Youth Room 1pm-2:30 pm

A Capella and Ice Cream with the Maine Steiners and Food Drive: Tuesday, January 13,
7pm in the Sanctuary first, then the Community Hall.

Pie Sales: Thursdays, 3-6pm in the Community Hall.

UPCOMING MEETINGS

Annual Meeting of South Freeport Church: Sunday, February 8, after worship in the
Sanctuary. A quorum of church members in attendance is needed for the meeting to take
place.

Called to Care: Monday, January 12, 10 am, via Zoom

Council: Tuesday, January 27, 6:30pm via Zoom

Christian Education Retreat: Sunday, January 11, 12pm - 2:30pm at church
Deacons: Monday, February 2, 6:30 pm via Zoom

Events Team: Monday, February 9, 5pm via Zoom

Green Team: Monday, January 19, at 6 PM via Zoom.

Missions Committee: Monday, January 26, 9am via Zoom

Weekly Men’s Breakfast: Wednesdays, 8:30am at Freeport Café

Weekly Women's Breakfast: Mondays, 8:00 am at The Coffee Maker, 31 Main St,
Freeport

Fourth Friday at the Foreside Ladies Lunch: Friday, January 23, 12 noon, Foreside
Restaurant, Route One, Falmouth

MISSIONS WINTER COLLECTIONS: The Missions Committee want to remind you
that we have two collections happening for the winter months. In the entry hall, under the
coatrack, are two bins. Winter clothing can be placed in the bin marked Preble Street.
Hoodies, new socks, and backpacks can be placed in the bin marked Grace Street Ministry.
In addition, Jeff Logan of Grace Street Ministry would love gift cards for Shaws,
Hannaford, and Dunkin ($5). The gift cards can be given directly to Juila Lockwood.
Thank you!



South Freeport Church
An Open and Affirming Congregation
of the United Church of Christ

Lay Leadership

Jennie Gwilym, President
Judy Brown, Vice President
Kathy Morrison, Immediate Past President

Staff

Rev. Sean Patrick Coady, Pastor
sp@southfreeportchurch.org

Bethany Dunfee, Admin. & Ed. Director Denis Drobinski, Music Director
beth@southfreeportchurch.org denis@southfreeportchurch.org
Brooke Bolduc, Children’s Church Teacher Abigail Neilson, Organist
Stella Kryzak, Nursery Care Provider Ollie Brown, Live Stream Technician

All music and words in this bulletin are reprinted by permission under

OneLicense.net, License #A-732223, and by CCLI, License #11429994.

South Freeport Church
PO Box 46, 98 S. Freeport Rd, Freeport, ME 04078
www.southfreeportchurch.org | (207) 865-4012
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