South Freeport Church

An Open & Affirming Congregation of the United Church of Christ

First Sunday of Advent
November 30, 2025, 9:30am

Everyone is welcome at South Freeport Church!
Hearing amplifiers are available for those who need them, please ask an usher.
Young kids are invited to explore the “Prayground” in the back of the sanctuary.

Children are always welcome to be their authentic selves here: noises, wiggles, and all!



Welcome to worship at South Freeport Church! We are glad you are with us.

As an Open and Affirming congregation of the United Church of Christ, it is our mission
to be a source of worship, service, education, and healing for all. We welcome all people of
any race, gender, nationality, ethnic origin, physical or mental ability, sexual orientation,
gender identity, or expression. We support full participation of everyone in the life and
programs of this church. We recognize the rights of all persons, just as Christ accepted all
people he encountered. We believe that in meeting each other in Christian love, God's
Spirit frees us all to give, to grow, and to be ourselves. So whoever you are, and wherever
you are on the journeys of faith and life, know that you are welcome here!

Welcome to all visitors, we are delighted that you have joined us today. Please make
yourself at home here. We would love for you to fill out a Welcome Card in the back of
the pew in front of you, which you can place in the Offering Plate later in the service.

ADVENT GIVING OPPORTUNITIES

Heifer International - all adventlong in the Community Hall

This Advent, you can help provide livestock and sustainable agricultural training to
struggling communities worldwide. Visit our Heifer table in Coffee Hour, where your
donation will grant you an “Honor Card” - give a goat, or a flock of chickens, to anyone
on your Christmas shopping list, while supporting this amazing organization!

Poinsettias - all adventlong in the Community Hall

We invite you to purchase a poinsettia plant to adorn the chancel at Christmastime, which
you can take home after our worship service on Christmas Eve. If you would like to
purchase a poinsettia, please see Laurie Palm after worship in the Community Hall.

The Christmas Fund - next Sunday, December 7 in worship

Each year the UCC organizes a special offering around Christmas to support retired UCC
ministers or ministers in need. This year our church will contribute to this initiative with a
special collection on December 7. Next Sunday, you will find envelopes in the program.
Please consider a generous donation. If you donate a check please put UCC Christmas
Fund in the memo line. Donations can also be delivered or mailed to the church office.

Preble Street — all adventlong, bin in the lobby
The Preble Street Shelter in Portland needs donations of winter gear for unhoused people:
adultsized coats, gloves, hats, and socks. Please leave donations in the bin located in the

church lobby.



Order of Worship

*Please rise as you are able; please join in reading bold parts of liturgy

PRELUDE

ENTERING THE STORY OF ADVENT Rev. Sean Patrick Coady
INTROIT
MEDITATION “In the Time of Herod” by Sarah Speed Larry Williams

[ didn’t live during Herod’s time—that brutal, murderous king, God save his soul.
But even hundreds of years later, I know the prayers of his people.
[ know the prayers of the mothers and the children under his rule.
[ know the prayers of the young men under his angry arm.
[ know their prayers, because anyone who has ever lived in this soft world for
more than two days knows how to pray for a miracle.
We rub our hands together.
We fold weary shoulders in,
a cage of bone to protect our bleeding hearts.
We sing, we shall overcome and bind my wandering heart to thee.
We walk across bridges and in front of powerful buildings.
We cover our cars in stickers that scream, we will not give up!
We allow a hungry cry to slip from our lips, giving our lament a life
of its own (with room to dance!).
And when all of that is said and done, we whisper to our creator,
God, break through the yelling and the fear. Break through the violence and the oppression.
Get past the Herods of this world, and come be here.
Like every bleeding heart before, we pray for a miracle.

CALL TO WORSHIP Inspired by Is 43:1-4 and Luke 1:26-29

On Sundays and Mondays, on good days and bad days, early in the morning and very
late at night, here in this room, and out in the world, God, we long for you to break in.
Meet us in this space. Surprise us with your presence. Fill this room with your good
news. With hope, we sing, we worship, we pray. Amen!

*OPENING HYMN “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” #154
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH Youth Group



CHILDREN’S CHOIR “The Friendly Beasts”
Children and youth may now head upstairs to Children’s Church and Middle School Youth Group

CALL TO CONFESSION
PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Ever-present God, we long to feel you close. We long to feel your presence in our
lives. We long for you to break through the chaos and suffering of this world.
However, if we’re honest, we rarely stand still long enough to feel you in our midst.
Forgive our rushing and distractions. Forgive our wandering hearts, and center us in
this space. Remind us that even in the time of Herod, even on the longest nights,
you are always there. Amen.

WORDS OF FORGIVENESS

Family of faith, even when we doubt God’s presence, even when we fail to notice God’s
fingerprints in this world, God is always moving closer to us. Proclaim and hear the
good news this Advent season: “Nothing can keep God’s love away.”

We are forgiven. We are loved. We are not alone. Amen.

SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST
May the peace of Christ be with you.  And also with you.

RESPONSE SONG “Prepare Us Lord”
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pare us Lord. Pre - pare us Lord.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SCRIPTURE Lamentations 3:55-57 and Luke 1:5-13



SERMON “Fearing and Hearing” Rev. Sean Patrick Coady
CHORAL ANTHEM

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Our Father/Mother/God/Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day, our daily bread, and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

CHORAL RESPONSE

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND INVITATION TO OFFERING
“Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise God all creatures here below.
Praise God for all that love has done. Creator, Christ, and Spirit one. Amen.
*Prayer of Dedication

*CLOSING HYMN “In The Time of Herod” Back of bulletin
BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

2025 ADVENT THEME What do you Fear?: Insisting on Hope this Advent

Both Luke and Matthew begin their gospels by orienting us within “the time of King
Herod." It's easy for us modern readers to gloss over this detail; however, it reveals layers of
information about the fearful world Jesus entered - a world not so unlike our own. And
yet, throughout the stories of Christ's birth, we hear the whispers of angels delivering a
surprising message: "Do not fear." When we find ourselves in fearful times, can we
acknowledge our fears while also insisting on hope! Theme brought to you by our friends
at A Sanctified Art, sanctifiedart.org. Cover image: Depths by Carmelle Beaugelin Caldwell.
Liturgy written by Rev. Sarah Speed.

GRATITUDE FOR OUR WORSHIP LEADERS

We are thankful for Marliss Sweet and a Friend for ushering, Fran Philip for providing an
arrangement for the altar, and Anne and Jim Cram for hosting Coffee Hour after worship.



PRAYER LIST and CALLED TO CARE CONTACT

Please keep the following in your prayers: Rosemary and Christopher Bell, Emily Uhry, Lisa
Trimble, Meagan Monk, Dan Bunting, Kathy McKinney, Mary Bolton, Mary Eliza Wengren.
Thank you, Sheri Bunting, our Called to Care Contact for next week.

UPCOMING ADVENT EVENTS
Children’s Pageant Rehearsal:
Children's Choir: Sings each Sunday of Advent! Rehearses after worship.
Children’s Pageant Rehearsals: During worship on Sundays through Dec 14 in the
Youth Room. Friday evening Dec 12 and Saturday morning, Dec 13 (times TBD) in the
Sanctuary.
SDGs Game: Saturday, December 6, 9am to 12 noon in the Community Hall.
Cookie Decorating Party: after worship on December 7
Christmas Pageant: during worship on December 14
Christmas Cookie Walk: after worship on December 14
“Best Christmas Pageant Ever” film screening and Pizza Lunch: Sunday, December
14, in the Community Hall.
Christmas Caroling at Bay Square: after worship on December 21
Contemplative Christmas: December 21, 6pm in the Community Hall
Pie Sales: Thursdays in the Community Hall, 3-6 pm

UPCOMING MEETINGS
Church Council: Tuesday, December 10, 6:30pm via Zoom
Called to Care: Sunday, January 12, 11:15 am in the Ring Room
Deacons: Monday, December 2, 6:30pm on Zoom
Missions: Sunday, December 1, 11am in the Ring Room
Sacred Ground Group: Wednesday, December 4, 3pm in the Ring Room
Weekly Men’s Breakfast: 8:30am Wednesdays, Freeport Café
Weekly Women's Breakfast: 8am Mondays, Magno Terra Caf¢, Yarmouth



In The Time of Herod
Words by Anna Strickland, 2025; music by Gusta Holst, 1906
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Staff

Rev. Sean Patrick Coady, Pastor
sp@southfreeportchurch.org

Bethany Dunfee, Admin. & Ed. Director Denis Drobinski, Music Director
beth@southfreeportchurch.org denis@southfreeportchurch.org
Brooke Bolduc, Children’s Church Teacher Abigail Neilson, Organist
Stella Kryzak, Nursery Care Provider Ollie Brown, Live Stream Technician

All music and words in this bulletin are reprinted by permission under OneLicense.net,

License #A-732223, and by CCLI, License #11429994.

South Freeport Church
PO Box 46, 98 S. Freeport Rd, South Freeport, ME 04078
www.southfreeportchurch.org | (207) 865-4012
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